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In Mark Soper’s new play, a low-level American foreign palicy analvst is suddenby lifted oot af chsewurity amd moved inta the mle of senioe
addvisnr to the President - not, as he hopes, becmnse of his unigue insights into the Islamic world and the patterns of histary, but sa that his
name can be cited to justify political and mil#ary decisions that have already been made. His growing awareness of this, his wrestling with
whether 1o allow it, and finally his suspicion that what he says and does probably won® make much difference gither way, are the backbone

af the play, on which playwright Soper hangs several thought-proveking speechies and debates that are its real meeat.

A subplot inowhich the centrald character’s dilemma is mirrored in his domestic life, and the enigmatic figare of an Imoion woman with an

impartant but never actually identified doooment. remain boose ends that are never really integrated with the main action
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